
By Susan Mittleman 

ATLANTA: According to 
estimates, there are so many 
smokers in China that if they 
formed their own country 
they’d have a populat ion 
larger than that of the US. 
But a new global partnership 
is looking to reduce that popu-
lation before cancer, and other 
smoking-related illnesses, 
beat them to it.

The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation has given Emory 
University in Atlanta a $14 
million grant to help establish 
the Emory Global Health 
Institute — China Tobacco 
Partnership, which aims to 
reduce tobacco use in China. 
The grant is part of a Gates 
Foundation pledge, announced 
last year, to invest $125 million 
over the next five years to 
combat the “tobacco epidemic” 
worldwide. 

“Tobacco is the largest cause 
of preventable deaths globally 
and China has the most 
smokers in the world,” says  
Jeffrey Koplan, director of the 
Emory Global Health Institute. 
“There is a huge opportunity 
in this project to have a major 
impact on global health.”

Emory will manage the 
partnership, which, along with 
the American Cancer Society 
and the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, will 
collaborate with public health 
leaders in China to promote 
approaches that address China’s 
unique needs and challenges.

Not only does China have 
the largest population of 
smokers (two-thirds of men 
in China smoke), it is also 
the chief producer of tobacco 
products in the world. Nearly 
1 million people in China die 
each year from tobacco use, and 
medical costs from smoking 
impoverish more than 50 

million people, according to 
the Gates foundation. Studies 
show an estimated 100 million 
more tobacco-related deaths 
will occur among people age 
29 and younger if tobacco 
prevention and control efforts 
are not implemented.  

But making a dent among 
smokers in the world’s most 
populous nation is a huge 
undertaking. The fi rst step, says 
Koplan, is to change attitudes 
and social norms related to 
tobacco to condition people to 
stop lighting up.  For example, 
they hope to change the fact 

that it is considered socially 
acceptable to give tobacco as 
gifts, or smoke in hospitals, 
schools and restaurants.

Currently, cigarette cartons 
in China don’t carry a strong 
public health message. They 
may carrying a small, vague 
warning such as “this product 
may be unhealthy” rather than 
stronger warnings that directly 
link the product with death or 
disease. 

Koplan recently returned 
from a week in China, having 
met with members of the 
World Health Organization 

and China’s Center for 
Disease Control. They are 
hoping to forge partnerships, 
chiseling out the details in 
the next month or two, and 
then begin implement ing 
pilot programs in six yet-
to-be-determined cities. The 
next meeting between US 
and Chinese public health 
officials will take place at the 
World Conference on Tobacco 
in Mumbai, India, during the 
first week in March. 

Looking at China’s rapid 
development and increase in 
income, GDP and other areas, 

Koplan says they want to help 
China make the same kind of 
advancements with tobacco 
control. “China is keen to be a 
strong, modern, contemporary 
nation and part of that is a 
healthy population, in the most 
contemporary of senses.” 

In order to do that, he says, 
China needs to approach 
tobacco just as they would other 
chronic diseases. “It doesn’t 
make sense to save lives from 
diseases like Tuberculosis 
and malaria, only to have 
them suffer the multiple ills 
of tobacco smoking.” 
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US urged to transfer Uygurs

By Kate Meadows

KANSAS CITY, Missouri: 
Luyan Wang knew as soon 
as she fi nished high school in 
China that she would pursue 
her college education in the 
US.  An aspiring news reporter, 
she believed China needed 
more American-educated 
journalists. She learned about 
the University of Kansas (KU) 
through her uncle, a former 
Fulbright Scholar who studied 
there. 

Although Wang’s journey 
from China to Kansas may 
sound unusual, it ’s an 
increasingly common story. 
Since 2006, when Wang fi rst 
enrolled at the university, the 
Chinese student population at 
KU has skyrocketed 111 percent. 
Now, the 2009 freshman class 
alone has almost as many 
Chinese students as the entire 
university had just three years 
ago.

Joe Potts, KU’s International 
Student and Scholar Services 
(ISSS) director, believes there 
are three factors behind the 
influx of Chinese students. 
First, the Kansas department 
of state has relaxed its 
international admissions 
requirements, making student 
visas easier to obtain. Second, 
the Chinese middle class is 
growing, and third, students 
in China are not satisfi ed with 
the higher education choices 
they have locally.

And Kansas is not the only 
university seeing a trend of 
more applications coming 
from China. 

The Rochester Institute of 
Technology, a school of 16,000 
based in Rochester, NY, has 
seen its Chinese student 
population increase from 64 
to 144 students since 2006, 
an increase of 125 percent. 
At Valparaiso University in 
Indiana, a school of 4,000 
students, Chinese enrollment 
spiked from 14 in 2006 to 67 
in 2008.

The University of Southern 
Cal i fornia (USC) ,  which 
boasts the most international 
students of any university 
in the country, has seen a 
34 percent increase in its 
Chinese student population 
in the past two years, 

reaching 1,015 in 2008.
“China is the fastest 

growing area for us,” said 
Jerry Lucido, USC’s vice-
provost for enrollment policy.  
The university began intensely 
focusing its recruitment efforts 
in China several years ago, 
sending college representatives 
to China every year.

Potts said he is looking into 
what more the ISSS offi ce at 
KU can do to help international 
students integrate into 
the campus community, 
especially large groups from 
a single country. Freshman 
enrollment at the university 
this semester includes 220 
Chinese students.

“I’m encouraged by what 
I’m seeing,” Potts said, “but 
there’s a defi nite need to make 
sure we’re doing all we can, in 
particular to reach out to these 
large groups of (international) 
students.”

As for Chinese students 
themselves, an US-based 
education seems to be the 
ticket to propel them to success 
in an ever-increasing global 
economy.

“I am gaining more 
confi dence and assertiveness,” 
said Yvonne Zhou, a graduate 
student at the University of 
Dayton in Ohio. “I’m meeting 
new people, going beyond my 
comfort zone, taking calculated 
risks, the list goes on and on.” 

In addition, an international 
education exposes Chinese 
students to American culture, 
and also provides a gateway 
for domestic students to learn 
about China.

“I’ve met lots of American 
students,” said Adam Zhou, 
another Chinese student at 
the University of Dayton. “We 
enjoy talking with each other 
and sharing our different 
experiences of cultures. 
Although one year for me 
cannot let me know everything 
about the US, I am still glad that 
I have learned a lot.” 

As alluring as a US education 
might be, many Chinese 
students ultimately hope to 
make their career mark back 
in their home country. Wang 
anticipates returning to China 
to find a job at a national 
television station. “I want to 
be an international journalist,” 
she said. 

John McIntyre

John McIntyre joined Georgia 
Tech in 1981 where he is now 
executive director of GT CIBER, the 
Center for International Business 
Education and Research. His latest 
book is Globalization of Chinese 
Enterprises, co-edited with Ilan 
Alon of Rollins College.

BUSINESS

China’s solar opportunities 
March 3, Live Webinar
Sponsored by the US Com-
mercial Service, an agency 
of the US Department of 
Commerce, this live Inter-
net briefi ng will explore 
China’s solar equipment 
market. Photovoltaic equip-
ment and materials suppliers 
interested in China will learn 
why the Shanghai region 
is red hot. Please visit http:
//www.buyusa.gov/asianow/
chinasolar_webinar.html for 
specifi c information.

ART & EXHIBITIONS

Yang Fudong fi lm
March 3 — Sept 13, Asia Society 
and Museum, New York City
Experience the fi rst US 
museum presentation of the 
complete fi ve-part cinematic 
masterpiece by Shanghai-
based artist Yang Fudong Sev-
en Intellectuals in a Bamboo 
Forest. While referencing the 
Seven Sages, a popular subject 
in traditional East Asian art, 
the artist imbues an avant-
garde, fi lm noir aesthetic and 
modern existential thought 

into this mesmerizing black-
and-white fi lm.

Seven Sages
March 3 — April 26, Asia Society 
and Museum, New York City
Delve deeper into the theme 
of Yang Fudong’s Seven Intel-
lectuals in a Bamboo Forest 
through an examination of 
the third-century group of 
Chinese learned men who 
have long been the subject of 
ink painting and decorative 
arts in East Asia. During a 
time of political upheaval, 
the group distanced them-
selves from governmental 
service, choosing instead 
to spend time engaged in 
Daoist-inspired discussions, 
music, poetry and heavy 
drinking.

China travel workshop
March 6, China Institute, New 
York City
Individual and group travelers 
alike will benefi t from this 
in-depth, two-hour workshop 
that provides current informa-
tion and advice on such topics 
as food, weather, money. It 
will also help determine if solo 
travel or a group tour is most 
suitable for you. 

Chinese essential
March 8, China Institute, New 
York City
Travelers who know even a few 
phrases in Mandarin will fi nd 
an enthusiastic response among 
the people they meet in China. 
This language workshop concen-
trates on phrases appropriate for 
daily use, such as greetings and 
proper terms of address, asking 
directions, using public trans-
portation, banquet etiquette and 
simple toasts, shopping, and 
exchanging currency.

Photographic memories
March 13 — Aug 30, Asian Art 
Museum, San Francisco
This exhibition highlights the 
museum’s holdings of histori-
cal photographs. The subjects 
range from formal portraits 
of princes, to picturesque 
views of palaces and temples, 
to depictions of dancers and 
tightrope walkers in perfor-
mance. The majority of the 36 
works on view document life 
in colonial India. The remain-
ing works feature China and 
Japan as their subjects. Most 
of the photographs date from 
1850 to 1910.

China Daily

Management is China’s ‘missing link’

Emory group targets Chinese smokers

A salesman sleeps in a tobacco shop in Beijing. Courtesy of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

By Michael Katz

NEW YORK: A report issued 
by the Pentagon last week 
urged the US government 
to move quickly to arrange 
the transfer of 17 Chinese 
detainees from Guantanamo 
prison. 

The detainees are Uygurs, 
an ethnic Muslim people who 
live primarily in China, where 
an estimated 9 million make 
their homes, mainly in the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region. China opposes the 
transfer of these terrorist 
suspects to other nations. 
In December, Germany said 
it would consider taking 
in foreign detainees from 
Guantanamo.

The 17 men were originally 

captured by bounty 
hunters near the Pakistan-
Afghanistan border in 2001, 
and subsequently handed 
over to the US military. The 
US government decided 
they were not a threat to US 
security in 2005, but admitted 
the men had been trained to 
use automatic weapons at a 
terrorist-training site.

“The important thing 
from our perspective is that 
our own government has 
determined that they are not 
enemy combatants and are 
not a risk to the US,” said 
Neil McGaraghan, a partner 
at the Boston-based law 
firm Bingham McCutchen, 
which is representing the 
17 detained Uygurs. “So our 
conclusion is that they have 
to be released.” 

Despite the government’s 
acknowledgement that the 
men do not pose a threat 
to US security, the former 
Bush administration made 
it clear it did not want to let 
them into the US. At the same 
time, however, it balked at the 
idea of sending them back to 
China, claiming the men 
could face abuse in a Chinese 
prison.   

The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has cal led for 
the early repatr iat ion of 
Chinese terrorist suspects 
f rom Guantanamo. Its 
spokeswoman, Jiang Yu, 
said in January that China 
is opposed to other nations 
receiving the suspects and 
that they should be repatriated 
to China immediately to be 
dealt with under Chinese law, 
which forbids torture.

In October, a US district 
cour t ru led that it  was 
wrong to continue holding 
the Uygurs against their 

will and ordered them to be 
released in the US. However, 
at the urging of the Bush 
administration, that ruling 
was quickly overruled by a 
federal appeals court. 

White House lawyers 
argued at the time that if the 
Uygurs were released, it could 
allow “sworn enemies” to seek 
entrance in to the US. 

“It has been dif f icult 
to understand the US 
government ’s perspect ive 
on this argument,” said 
McGaraghan. “I just think 
they couldn’t afford to shatter 
the myth that Guantanamo 
only had hardened criminals 
and terrorists.” 

The Chinese Foreign Minis-
try says the 17 suspected Chi-
nese terrorists are members 
of the East Turkistan Islamic 
Movement (ETIM), which 
has been listed as a terrorist 
organization by the United 
Nations Security Council. 
The ministry also says the or-

ganization has close relations 
with terrorist groups such 
as Al-Qaida, and had been 
seeking the separation of the 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region from China.

In a similar case in May 
2006, the Chinese Ambassador 
to Albania, Tian Changchun, 
expressed his dismay when 
Albania accepted fi ve Chinese 
Uygurs suspected of being 
members of the ETIM after 
the US released them from 
Guantanamo. “They fought on 
the side of (the) Taliban during 
the Afghan War, and this fact 
alone proves that they are 
nothing but terrorist suspects,” 
he said.

In his f irst act as 
president, Barack Obama 
issued executive orders to 
start the process of closing 
Guantanamo. The situation 
with the Uygur detainees 
is just one example of the 
sensitive issues he’ll face in 
doing so. 

 China wants Guantanamo 
detainees to be repatriated
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Industrial and Systems Engineering professor Geza Bottlik 
(center) meets with Kevin Zhang Junxiao (right) and Kimmy 
Kuo Yen-Chun on the University of Southern California cam-
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The global economic downturn 
could be an opportunity for 
China to leverage its hard cur-
rency reserves and favorable 
trade balance to pick up some 
bargain assets. That is if China 
doesn’t squander the chance 
due to its “missing management 
link”, says John McIntyre.
McIntyre, an expert in the evo-
lution of Chinese business in 
the global marketplace, spoke 
to Maggie Lee about the current 
dearth of management innova-
tions made in China.  

Q: How can China grow a 
class of managers with 
global vision in a short 

amount of time?
A: China has to proceed 

on a l l  f ronts,  encourage 
its better state schools to 
hire and train high-quality 
management talent. And to 
encourage, to some extent, 
a private sector in for-profit 
business education. But it has 
to be regulated so you don’t 
have people getting burned, 
paying $50,000 for an MBA 
that’s not worth the paper it’s 
printed on.  

China also needs to encour-
age foreign universities to 

come in, and not give them a 
very hard time and run them 
through a Chinese bureaucra-
cy gauntlet. Otherwise they’ll 
come and they’ll go like all 
westerners do in China.   

I know the state institutions 
of China are thinking about it, 
but to the extent that business 
management education is 
viewed as “jungle capitalism”, 
it’s not necessarily embraced 
whole-heartedly.

Q: What are the concepts 
and cases that the West 
should pick up from the 

Chinese side?  
A: There aren’t enough of 

them. I’m sure Harvard busi-
ness school database will have 
Chinese cases. 

As China international-
izes, globalizes, reaches out 
of boundaries, has a critical 
mass of overseas firms that 
are successful brands, [it] 
needs to make a contribution 
the manner and style of man-
agement.  

Q: When will this global-
ization happen? 

A: It’s perhaps unfair 
to say China should be on the 

cutting edge of management 
thinking.  But that should be 
coming at some point.  And 
when it happens and when 
CEOs of American fi rms say 
“get me that article, I’ve got-
ten to learn what does that 
mean, can it allow me to be 
more competitive, will it allow 
me to improve my processes?” 
Then I think it’s a good sign 
not only for the development of 
China in its globalization, but 
also a good sign of the open-
ing of the minds of American 
managers.  

Q: The head of the Chi-
nese Investment Cor-
poration has said he’s 

gotten his f ingers burned 

investing Morgan Stanley 
and Blackstone and now 
he’s afraid of investing with 
sovereign wealth, taxpayer’s 
savings.  

A: All countries have taken 
risks in investing overseas.  
So knowing how to manage 
country risk is one of the 
skills of foreign direct in-
vestment and international 
management.  

So they need to think “we 
learned a lesson, now we 
know what to avoid”, rather 
than to say “we learned a les-
son to stay in China and go 

back and in this 
snail’s 

shell”. 


